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Temple Beth Shalom is a growing and inclusive 
Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation of  the 
Greater Harrisburg community, committed to 
embracing all Jews and those interested in our 
Jewish heritage.   

 
We are a family, in a mutually supportive 

nonjudgmental atmosphere of continual learning.  
 

We have a vigorous commitment to continually  
re-examine our Jewish values and traditions  

as they relate to our everyday lives. 
 

We commit to religious, educational and spiritual 
growth by promoting the study, practice and ideas 

of  Reconstructionist Judaism.  
 

We are dedicated to dealings with people and 
issues with a sense of integrity and honesty. 

 
We promote open dialogue and actions  

addressing how decent human beings deal  
with social issues of the day. 

 
We also engage in the creative development of 

Jewish patterns of practice that may be models for 
the lives of other Jewish communities. 

The Monthly Newsletter of Temple Beth Shalom  

Temple Beth Shalom Mission Statement 

6 Tevet - 7  Shevat 5772 
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SAVE THE DATE !  
 

¶ January 9 - February 13      

11am-12pm at TBS     

Hebrew Reading Crash 

Course   

¶ January 17, 7:30 pm 

Sisterhood Book Group at 

Char Lee's home RSVP! 

¶ January 30, 7:00-9:00 pm 

"Nurturing Healthy Teens" 

with Dr. Elena Man at TBS 

¶ January 5-12-13-26,            

7:00-8:30 Adult Education                                 

 

SERVICES  
 
7:15 pm   Kabalat Shabbat    
 
9:00 AM  Shacharit Shabbat   

http://www.templebethshalom.wordpress.com
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An interesting 
trend that has 
been developing in 
the last 30 years is 
lay leaders 
opening meetings 
with a Dvar Torah. 
This trend is a 
reflection of the 

investment in education that Institutional 
Judaism has been doing during the last 30 years. 
Another example, Limmud  is maybe the best and 
more influential learning initiative whose main 
characteristic is to allow its participants to take 
control of their own learning and Jewish life.  
 
Where does the community fits in all this? 
During a time of global recession, personal 
isolation and consumerism, the role played by a 
community is more relevant than ever, but the 
community needs to be efficient in its response to 
the challenges in order to be meaningful. The 
culture of learning of the community will play be 
an important factor on the role the community 
will play and the answer provided. Therefore it is 
crucial to put at the heart of the Communal life a 
vision of Jewish critical pedagogy. 
 
The community has two potential roles to play 
facing contemporary challenges. One is the 
analgesic community. In it, the traditional 
concepts of Tsedakah and Gemilut Chassidim  are 
practiced, providing a response to the immediate 
need or crisis. However this role risks to become 
the ñsocial opiate,ò this is, a fundamentally 
conservative institution which places itself 
against engagement with social problems beyond 
the walls of comfort offered by the protective 
walls of the building. In the long term, this model 
of community will tend to be overpowered by the 
anti -communal tendencies of the surrounding 
world. This community will be unable to compete 
with the irresistible economic and social 
pressures of a consumer driven society. 
 
The alternative role is to be a force for social 
change for further communal engagement and 
empowerment. From the unions experience and 
similar organizations, we learn that community 
organizing trains members of the community to 
develop relationships with each other and these 

relationships are based on a genuine dialogue 
about important topics of our present life. Once 
the relationships are created and knowledge of 
the real social needs and diversity, coalitions and 
campaigns will be created to provide an answer 
to the issues which affect them directly. 
The role the community will play will be directly 
informed by the type of learning that affects the 
fabric of community life. We can distinguish two 
basic types of education, each one responding to 
different needs. The traditional educational 
system presents the students with objective 
descriptions of an unchanging reality. This 
model, although is well suited form academic 
research due to the fact that is scientifically and 
ideological neutral, it inhibits creative and critical 
thinking because it does not present an 
alternative to the natural order of things. 
Moreover, it presents a system based on 
authority of the Master over the student.  
 
At the other end of the spectrum, we find the 
problem analyzing model where a group of 
people who constitute a ñculture circleò discuss 
their daily realities and raise problems and 
questions about the world around them. This 
model enables the participants to interpret and 
reflect critically on their world by engaging with 
the subject matter that was inherently 
meaningful for their lives. In this model, learning 
is not the transmission of knowledge, but the 
creation of knowledge, enabling the participants 
to deal with their current reality as one of a range 
of possibilities and therefore making possible 
change. 
 
The Jewish learning system has commonalities 
with both models. While it incorporates elements 
of authority in which learning is the transmission 
of the Torah from Master to student suing 
coercion, it also reflects pluralistic and even anti-
fundamentalist values. Jewish tradition 
recognizes the pluralism within the Torah when 
it states that the Torah has 70 faces, 
encompassing contradictory positions. At its the 
core, we find the chevruta  system, or learning 
with a partner who is at the same level, what 
forces the participants to adopt a dialogical 
approach. 
In today's world the first model is maintained 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Message From RabbiéA Message From RabbiéA Message From Rabbié   
 
 

JEWISH LEARNING  



3 

 

through compulsory education laws and the need for qualifications. In the absence of these factors, why 
would anyone engage in it? The only model left is an educational model that is based on a meaningful 
critical dialogue.  
 
At this stage, the challenge we face is to develop Jewish problem-posing educational model and to use it 
as the basis for a democratic community life. This model should prioritize Jewish literacy, teaching the 
basic rules of the Jewish language needed to speak  "Jewishly" .  There is no point on teaching this Jewish 
grammar in a traditional model because it will not encourage learners to put it into practice. The 
problem-posing model is the way to go, because it will maintain a constant connection between Jewish 
concepts and relevant subject matters. 
 
This learning is a non-ending process. It is a life long project only motivated by its own intrinsic worth. 
Finally all this critical Jewish educational can only take place within a community which does not seek to 
shelter itself from reality, but rather to change it.  

(Continued from page 2) 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL UPD ATE  

Happy 2012!  The past few months have been very busy for our students and families.  We celebrated 
Sukkot by decorating the Sukkah and joining together for games and snacks.  Students and their families 
participated in many wonderful activities at this year's Mitzvah Day at the JCC.  Working at the Central 
PA Food Bank was particularly rewarding and has prompted us to look at organizing this mitzvah again 
on our own.   
 
Our Chanukah Party, held in conjunction with the Membership Committee, was open to the entire 
community this year and proved very successful.  We had many visitors, some new member prospects, 
and fun was had by all.  Many thanks to Pam Eisenhour and Mike Aves of the Membership Committee, 
to Mike Aves for providing the DJ for the party and to all our parents who participated by providing 
"goodies" and helping with set-up and clean-up.  See a few of our pictures from the event below! 
 
Looking forward, we anticipate celebrating Tu B'Shvat in February and Purim at the JCC Carnival in 
March.  The Education Committee will be commencing it's Book-in a-Bag Program again this January or 
February.     
 
Parents please take note that there will be NO SCHOOL on JANUARY 15 and FEBRUARY 20.  As 
always, please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding our school programs.   
 

Chriss Greenblatt, Chairperson - Education Committee  - 975-0950  
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FREE HEBREW READING  
CRASH COURSE  
January 9th - February 13th at Temple Beth 
Shalom - 11:00 am to 12:00 pm  
 

Temple Beth Shalom is offering a FREE Hebrew Reading Crash Course to 
all members of the Greater Harrisburg area, Adams County and Franklin County 
Jewish community. The course is designed to teach those with no basic 
knowledge of the Hebrew language how to read Hebrew in five easy lessons. 
Temple Beth Shalom is offering the course in an effort to inspire unaffiliated Jews 
to become more involved in Jewish life. 

 
An estimated four million American Jews are not affiliated with any religious denomination or 
institution. For many such Jews, the inability to read Hebrew and understand the synagogue services is an 
effective barrier to active participation in Jewish life. By teaching them to read Hebrew and making them 
feel comfortable in synagogues, the National Jewish Outreach Program (NJOP), sponsor of the Hebrew 
Reading Crash Course, hopes to open the door to Jewish growth and commitment for thousands of 
previously uninvolved or marginally affiliated Jews.  
 
"The Hebrew Reading Crash Course opened a new dimension in my life," said Larry Diamond, a 
Manhattan businessman. "Before the Crash Course, I rarely set foot inside a synagogue except for 
weddings and Bar Mitzvahs. I felt like a fish out of water because I couldn't even read the writing over 
the holy ark. Thanks to NJOP, I now attend synagogue every Sabbath, and I am overjoyed that I can pray 
along with the rest of the congregation in the original Hebrew text."  
 
The five week Hebrew Reading Crash Course, which begins on January 9th 2012 at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Mechanicsburg PA is geared toward "Jewish beginners," as well as those who feel left out 
during synagogue services, unable to follow or appreciate the liturgy. The course begins with learning the 
Hebrew alphabet and covers basic reading skills, preparing the participant for the exciting experience of 
reading and understanding the prayer book and other Jewish texts. Those who complete the course will be 
able to read Hebrew and gain a rudimentary understanding of the prayers in their original language.  
 
For more information about the course and to reserve your spot, contact Rabbi Gendra at 
717-695 -2662 or by email at Tbs.temple@verizon.net  

 

The National Jewish Outreach Program was established in 1987 by Rabbi Ephraim Z. Buchwald, and has become one 
of the world's largest and most successful Jewish outreach organizations.    NJOP offers free programs at more than 
3,889* locations across North America and in 39* countries worldwide. Through programs such as SHABBAT ACROSS 
AMERICA AND CANADA and READ HEBREW AMERICA AND CANADA, NJOP has successfully reached more than 1,171,400* North 
American Jews, and engaged them in Jewish life. 
 
 

"NURTURING HEALTHY TEENAGERS"  
Monday, January 30 at Temple Beth Shalom - 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
Sponsored by the TBS Sisterhood  
 

Pediatrician, Dr. Elena Man, will discuss how food, sleep, activity, and a changing mind affect the 
adolescent and how parents can guide their teens through this period of transition.  This program is 
open to the whole community. Feel free to bring your friends.  

 

Events and Programs...Events and Programs...Events and Programs...   

mailto:Tbs.temple@verizon.net
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Special AnnouncementsSpecial AnnouncementsSpecial Announcements   
BIRTHDAYS   
5   Naomi Cohen 
7   Shawn Foer 
11  Temma Herman 
12  Lee Shiller 
17  Michelle Moses 
19  Ben Rudnick 
27  Etta Yospa 
31  C.J. Foer 

ANNIVERSARIES     
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Shiller  
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Songer 

W ould you like us 
to announce a 
special event such 
as an achievement, 
birth, retirement in 
the newsletter?  
Just submit the 
information to us by 
the 15th of the 
month to have it 
published in the 
following month's 
edition.  
 
PLEASE NOTE  
All submitted 
materials are 
subject to approval 
by the Newsletter  
Committee before 
publication.  
 

ut 
 

I f you know of a 
family member or 
friend who would 
like rabbinic visits 
because of illness, 
please contact 
Rabbi Gendra at 
695-2662 or by 
email at: 
tbs.temple@verizon.net 
 

ut 
  

GET WELL WISHES  
A speedy recovery to Millie Levine  
 

CONDOLENCES    
To Charlotte Lee on the loss of her Mother. 
To Elaine Shiller on the loss of her Sister. 
 
NOTE OF THANKSé 
FROM THE CENTRAL PA BLOOD BANK 
The Central Pennsylvania Blood Bank wishes to thank Temple Beth Shalom for 
hosting a blood drive at your synagogue recently.  We had over 29 persons who 
arrived to give blood and only two were not from the Temple.  Please know that 
you have provided a valuable contribution to your community and itôs citizens 
by holding this drive.  Thank you again for your support.  

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB  
January 17, 7:00 pm at the home of Honey Aves  

 

The Sisterhood Book Club will be held on Tuesday, January 17.  Barbara Walters 
biography, ñAudition: A Memoirò, is the book on review this month.  Please make 
sure that you RSVP to Honey to let her know you will be in attendance.  She can 
be reached at 620-8023 
 

SISTERHOOD SHABBAT  
March 24, 2012 at  7:15 pm  
 

Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood will hold a ñSisterhood Shabbatò on March 24 at 
7:15 pm.  The group is presently seeking Torah Readers for this service.   Please 
call Etta Yospa at 608-1677 if you are interested in participating. 
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wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ǇǳǩƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
ȅŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ  
9ǾŜǊȅ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
tƭŀǉǳŜ ōŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ 
ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
ƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
[ƛƎƘǘ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛǎ 
ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
¸ƛȊƪƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ   
 
¢ƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŀƘǊȊŜƛǘ 
ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
ŀǎǘŜǊƛǎƪ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ   
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tƭŀǉǳŜΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŶŎŜ ōȅ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǘ сфт-нссн 
ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ ŀǘ 
ǘōǎΦǘŜƳǇƭŜϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴ
ΦƴŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ 
Ϸнрл ǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΦ  

лу ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсс лмκлуκнллс 5hwh¢I9! {¢¦w5L±!b¢Σ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻȅŎŜ [ŜǾƛƴ 
лф ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртрл      лмκлсκмффл {!5¸9 ¸h{t!Σ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aȅŜǊ ¸ƻǎǇŀ 
мл ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсф      лмκлсκнллф I!wwL9¢ Y!¢½9bΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƛƳƳŀ .ǊŀƴŘƻǿ 
мн ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсф      лмκлуκнллф 5!bL9[ w¦¢Yh±L¢½Σ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ƻŦ 9ǧŀ ¸ƻǎǇŀ 
мп ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсф      лмκлнκмффф ϝw!/I9[ [¦wL9Σ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ [ǳǊƛŜ     
мс ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртпл      лмκлпκмфул ϝ9[{L9 {tL±!YΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ±ŜǊƴŀ {ƘǳǎǘŜǊ 
му ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртпт      лмκмфκмфут ϝa!wD!w9¢ [Φ {/I!9CC9wΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ .ŀǊŀǎŎƘ 
мф ¢ŜǾŜǘ рттл      лмκлрκнлмл 5hb![5 a/v¦h²bΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ [ȅƴƴ aŎvǳƻǿƴ 
нл ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртмп      мнκнсκмфро ϝw9.! Yh{{Σ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ƛƳ .ǊŀƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ  
         DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ Wƻƴ .ǊŀƴŘƻǿ 
но ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсу      лмκлмκнллу wL{! ²h[C-ahwD!bΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ CǊŜŘ ²ƻƭŦ 
но ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсу      лмκлмκнллу a9[±Lb a¦¢/IbLYΣ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ƻŦ wƻōƛƴ DƻƭōŜǊƎ 
но ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртрр      мнκнсκмффп ϝaLbbL9 .w!b5h²Σ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŜŘ .ǊŀƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ  
         DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ  Wƻƴ .ǊŀƴŘƻǿ 
нт ¢ŜǾŜǘ    Lw±Lb [Ltta!bΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aȅǊƴŀ wǳōŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ 
нт ¢ŜǾŜǘ рттл      лмκмоκнллл W¦[L¦{ wL{/IhbLΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘŀǾŀ ŀƴŘ aŀǩ wƛǎŎƘƻƴƛ 
нт ¢ŜǾŜǘ            мнκнмκмфтр 5!±L5 ²9{¢9wa!bΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ŀƴŘȅ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƳŀƴ 
ну ¢ŜǾŜǘ ртсп     лмκннκнллп ϝb!b/¸ .w!/Y9bΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜƴƴƛ YƻǊƴŦŜƭŘ 
лм {ƘŜǾŀǘ ртсо   лмκлпκнлло ϝ{I!wL [9!wΣ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŀƴȅŀ ϧ 9ƭƳŜǊ [ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ  
         {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ WŀŎƪƛŜ [ŜŀǊ-hƭƛƳǇƛ 
лс {ƘŜǾŀǘ рттм   лмκмпκнлмм W!b9a!wL9 C!¸Σ {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǳǊŀ /ƻƘŜƴ 

9ŀŎƘ ²ŜŜƪ ²Ŝ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ 
 

WŀƴŜƳŀǊƛŜ CŀȅΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǳǊŀ /ƻƘŜƴΥ  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мпΣ нлмм 
LǊŜƴŜ WŀǉǳŜǎΣ !ǳƴǘ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ YƭƛƴŜΥ  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ муΣ нлмм 
!ƭƭŀƴ DŜǧƻΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WǳŘƛŜ DƻǊŘƻƴΥ  aŀǊŎƘ нпΣ нлмм 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ DǊƻǎǎΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ǊƭŜƴŜ wƻǎŜ ϧ !ǳƴǘ ƻŦ tŀƳ 9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǳǊΥ !ǇǊƛƭ ннΣ нлмм 
!ŀǊƻƴ YƭƛƴŜΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ YƭƛƴŜΥ  !ǇǊƛƭ нсΣ нлмм 

aŀǊƧƛƻǊƛŜ .ǊƻŘƪƛƴΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǳǎŀƴ .ǊƻŘƪƛƴΥ Wǳƭȅ ннΣ нлмм 
5ƻƴŀƭŘ bƛŎŀǎǘǊƻΣ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƘǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƴƛŜ {ƻƴƎŜǊΥ  !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлΣ нлмм 
wƻƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴ DƻƭōŜǊƎΥ  !ǳƎǳǎǘ олΣ нлмм 

{ȅƭǾƛŀ .ƭŀǎǎōŜǊƎΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ǊƭŜƴŜ wƻǎŜ ϧ DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀƳ 9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǳǊΥ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлмм 
!ƴƴ CƻȄΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ wƘƻƴŀ ²ƻƭŦΥ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муΣ нлмм 

[ŀǳǊŀ .ŜƴƴŜǧΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǧŜ [ŜŜΥ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ моΣ нлмм 
YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ IŜōŜǊǘΣ DǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ wǳŘƴƛŎƪΥ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм 

/!b¢hw C¦b5Υ 
Lƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ [t tŜǊƪƛƴǎ /Ƙŀƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎǎ 
¢hw!I C¦b5Υ 
Lƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ aǊΦ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ !ƭŜȄ {ŎƘŀƳǊƻǘƘϥǎ рлǘƘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ōȅ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳ YǊŀƴȊŜƭ 
Lƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ {ŎƘƛƭƭŜǊϥǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳ YǊŀƴȊŜƭ 
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