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RESOLUTIONS

(Adopted by the Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Fellowships at its 9th Annual Conference, May 5, 1968, in Great Neck, Long Island.)

RESOLUTION REGARDING CHILDREN OF MIXED MARRIAGES

For several years now the Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Fellowships has studied the problem of children of mixed marriages, where the mother has not converted to Judaism before the child’s birth.  A survey on the subject published in Reconstructionist this year revealed a wide variety of attitudes and practices in regards to the status of these children.  In order, therefore, to guide the members of our congregations and those affiliated with our Movement, we hereby recommend the following procedures:

That parents of such children should be informed that in many parts of the Jewish world, their children would not be recognized as Jews without undergoing the traditional forms of conversion.

We should further inform the parents that the Reconstructionist Movement and its affiliated institutions will consider these children Jews if the parents have committed themselves to rear their children as Jews, by providing circumcision for boys, Jewish education for boys and girls, and if the children fulfill the requirements of bar and bat mitzvah or confirmation.

