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Dear West End Synagogue,


As you all know, we have arrived at Tu B’Shvat, the Jewish festival for the trees.  This holiday had grown in meaning and is now the time of year when Jews all across the world rethink their Brit Adamah, their covenant to Earth.  Ecological awareness is not only a modern value that may be applied to Tu B’Shvat, but it is actually a Biblical value that Jews revive every single year.

If not for the trees, human life could not exist.

- Midrash Sifre (Deuteronomy) 20:19


A group of students from the Hebrew School here at the West End Synagogue have met every week for the past month to discuss the best ways to spread environmental activism.  Here’s what we ask of you:

Please take home this Brit Adamah (covenant with the earth) which lists ways to help or educate yourselves about the environment and during the first week of March. In early April, during the holiday of Passover,. Please bring it back marking what you have done (Deadline: Friday, April 13).  You must choose items that are new to you (meaning if you already use cloth napkins, pick something else). We challenge your family to pick at least one item from each list. The participation results will be published in the May edition of The Wire (synagogue newsletter).

I, (name) __________________________, pledge to do the following in order to help protect the environment:

Minimizing Waste Production
____buy a low flow shower head

____use rechargeable batteries

____buy reusable, cloth shopping bags (and bring them on shopping trips!)

____buy local produce, it uses fewer resources to get to you

____use cloth napkins and reusable kitchen cloths 

____put a 2-liter bottle full of water in your toilet tank to reduce # of liters/flush

____take your own mug whenever you buy a drink in order to avoid disposable cups

Conserving Energy
____put on a sweater before you turn up the heat

____buy long lasting, energy efficient fluorescent or LED light bulbs

____ride a bike to places close by

____if a car is necessary, carpool whenever possible

____make use of the city’s public transportation system

____turn off lights when not in the room

Personal Activism
____write a letter to your local politician

____call the Whitehouse comment line, 202-456-1111

____read a book or see a movie about environmental activism (An Inconvenient Truth and Who Killed the Electric Car are both highly recommended)

____correct people who misuse recycling bins
____pick up at least one piece of trash when you’re outside

It’s not up to you to finish the task, but neither are you free to walk away from it. 



-Pirkei Avot

Thanks,

The Environment

(And Mike’s eco-activism team: Josh B, Jillian E, Marya F, & Eric M)
