Welcome the Stranger 

An Interactive Program Addressing Immigration as Jews and Americans
A Summary

The Jewish migration story is so deeply rooted in Jewish history, religion, and culture that it greatly defines who we are as a people. The Jews have been migrating since their origin as a people.  In fact, the teaching to welcome the stranger is mentioned 36 times throughout the Bible, more than any other commandment.  The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), the Jewish community’s international migration agency, has advocated on behalf of Jewish and other immigrants and refugees for more than 127 years. HIAS has led the American Jewish community in promoting a humane, legal, and secure path for today’s immigrants to enter and live in the United States and pursue the American dream – just as our ancestors did.  

Today, in the 21st century, America finds itself with a broken immigration system and a Congress that has missed opportunity after opportunity to send comprehensive immigration reform legislation to the White House. In the absence of a federal response to our ineffective immigration laws, many states and localities have begun passing anti-immigrant laws, families and communities are living in fear of deportation and family separation, and hate crimes against immigrants have multiplied.  HIAS is thus turning to the American Jewish community to revisit its immigrant past and think about what kind of society America should foster through its immigration policies. After all, we are here today because the American dream captivated each of our ancestors, just as it captivates those who wish to come to this great nation today.   

Through this educational program, HIAS hopes to recall our immigration stories, which are our common denominator, in an effort to awaken the Jewish community’s empathy for the plight of immigrants today.  Beyond revisiting our history, we highlight stories of individuals caught up in today’s immigration web.  We will probe further by addressing the latest wave of nativism and xenophobia. Welcome the Stranger, is a scripted, interactive program that translates into a one and a half hour event for American Jewish communities. The program utilizes attendees’ personal immigration stories, a 30-minute DVD played throughout the event, and thought-provoking discussion questions to help participants connect their cultural and religious values to today’s immigration debate. After these events, HIAS will assist individuals in moving from education to action through follow-up events and online resources.  

