Jewish

Sumimer
— Camps

FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY, SLEEPAWAY CAMP
HAS GIVEN JEWISH CHILDREN UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCES. HERE ARE 10 GREAT CAMPS,
PLUS ADVICE ON PICKING THE RIGHT ONE

CROLL THROUGH WWW.RAMAH.ORG AND YOU'LL
find the names of 300 married couples who met
as campers or counselors at one of the seven Ra-
mah camps in the United States. Similar lists
decorate the dining hall walls of Jewish camps

nationwide—evidence, says Jerry Silverman, president of

the Foundation for Jewish Camping, that “Camp is the best
insurance policy available for parents who care about their
children’s Jewish identification.”

Here, Jewish Living presents 10 terrific Jewish sleep-
away camps, those that best combine a summer of fun with
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strong reinforcement of religious and cultural identity. We
compiled the list (in alphabetical order) after consulting
with camp professionals as well as youth group, Hebrew
school, and synagogue leaders, plus camp alumni. Our
sources directed us to far more than 10, but we went with
these because they represent every region of the country
(and Canada) and the full spectrum of Jewish denomina-
tions. Each offers what one expects from a summer camp:
swimming, obstacle courses, camp songs, and Shabbat ser-
vices. What sets them apart are their different philosophies
and approaches to instilling a love of Judaism. »




CAMP JRF

South Sterling, Pa.
Affiliation: Reconstructionist; kosher

THE SUMMER PROGRAM OF THE JEWISH RECONSTRUCTIONIST
Federation is the little camp that could—and did. JRF took a
gamble by opening in 2002 with 39 campers at a rented sub-
urban Chicago site. This summer, it will welcome 330 at its
Pocono Mountains location, including kids who've been there
from the beginning and helped shape its culture.

“Believe it or not,” director Rabbi Jeffrey Eisenstat laughs,
“early on, the kids thought we had too much davening.” But
the staff wanted a daily service of some sort, so they now offer
alternatives to traditional daily prayer meetings, including
yoga, a nature walk, even drumming. “Kids get the chance to
choose how they would like to enter into spirituality,” Eisen-
stat says.

Along with taking responsibility for services, JRF campers
also take responsibility for the environment by composting
and growing some of their own produce. Activities are drawn
from a wide range of electives, including a Ropes Challenge
Course, but there’s also a special emphasis on the arts, music,
and dance. Many activities involve children of different ages,
giving older kids the chance to mentor younger ones, some-
times at breakneck speed while tubing or powerboating. “Our
young leadership is growing up at this camp,” Eisenstat says.
www.campjrf.org (877) 226-7573




