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Overview

Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar with winds of 120 miles (190 kilometers) per hour when it struck the coast on May 2 and 3, sending the sea surging as much 12 feet (3.5 meters). The government declared a state of emergency in five low-lying provinces, mostly in the Irrawaddy delta, where villages were flattened by winds and rain. Yangon sustained a direct hit, which downed power and communications lines. Damage was most severe in the delta region, where the effects of extreme winds were compounded by a sizable storm surge.

Damage
Over 22,000 people have been reported dead, another 44,000 are missing, and at least one million have been displaced. In the delta coast, particularly the Irrawaddy region, 95 percent of homes have been destroyed. Given the latest reports, this could be the world's deadliest natural disaster since the tsunami of 2004 as several hundred thousand are estimated to be without shelter and safe drinking water.

Efforts to carry out a comprehensive assessment continue to be hindered by the lack of communications and blocked roads. The Government has announced that military and police units have been deployed as part of rescue and cleanup operations. It has also established an Emergency Committee, headed by the Prime Minister. However, the Burmese Junta, which has a history of prohibiting access to the country by humanitarian aid workers, has slowed the movements of international aid agency staff members, assessment and relief operations, by refusing to issue visas. 
The number of people in need of assistance is expected to be considerable. The combined total population of the declared disaster areas is around 24 million. Roughly 6 million live in Yangon and a significant population is spread across the delta region. The UNCT still expects that critical needs will be plastic sheeting, water purification tablets, cooking sets, mosquito nets, emergency health kits and food. Fuel shortages have also been reported. The food security situation in the country, which was already severe, is likely to become more acute.

The Needs

The U.N. office in Yangon said there was an urgent need for plastic sheeting, water purification tablets, cooking equipment, mosquito nets, health kits and food. It said the situation outside Yangon was "critical, with shelter and safe water being the principal immediate needs." Medication and clean water to stave off disease are the greatest need at the present time.
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How to Help


Checks can be made out to JDC: Myanmar Cyclone Relief 


and sent to:


JDC: Myanmar Cyclone Relief, P.O. Box 530, 132 East 43rd St. New York, NY, 10017.   Credit card donations can be made via our Website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jdc.org" ��www.jdc.org�, or by phone to 212-687-6200.











