What’s God have to do with It?
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Thank you for the baby brother but what I prayed for was a puppy. Joyce.

Maybe Cain and Abel wouldn’t kill each other so much if they had their own rooms.
It works with my brother. Larry

Who draws the lines around countries? Nan

Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones why don’t you just keep
the ones you got now? Anita

My brother told me about being born, but it doesn’t sound right. Marsha

I didn’t think that purple went with orange until I saw the sunset you made on
Tuesday. That was cool. Eugene.
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Affirmation, God is a force in the universe or an aspect of reality through which

human beings can fulfill themselves, both ethically and spiritually.

Rejection, ? A

Affirmation, Jews do not have a monopoly on religious truth. All religions are
symbolic systems that seek to offer their respective adherents a sense of identity and
purpose. We cherish Judaism and seek to live in accordance with its values and

observances because it gives us a sense of belonging and purpose.
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Affirmation, The Torah is a record of the Jewish people’s search for God or for
ultimate truth. For 3,000 years, the rabbis of the tradition have added their wisdom
and insights into words that were believed to be God’s. We are the beneficiaries of
that wisdom regardless of how the Torah was originally written. We are challenged

to study and apply that wisdom to the personal and societal challenges that we face

every day.
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Thank you for the baby brother but what I prayed for was a puppy. 3 /
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Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones why don’t you just keep
the ones you got now? 3 0) * %
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My brother told me about being born, but it doesn’t sound right. 1 , I didn’t think

that purple went with orange until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday. That was

cool.
e Whenis God? — - >
+ shalom (
(= .
% % %
% b’tzelem Elohim" %
- (- %
%" "=
J=
3 2 - 0
- / K /
(* / %
(x 7/ % (1 %
% - % %
% (* - 2 +
/ - t
e 3 - — A
e 3 " —— A
e 3 oD " " - A
e 3 "
" - (
* 1 | + (1 %
(;) = Tt
% % ? 0=
- % "= "3 % (*



*2 % % ? (=6 * >
% %> J9

1 % " $ 1 (*
DD% (1
"$ 1 - (1
% - - %
+ — ( And yet despite the doubts that filled her heart and her

mind, she engaged herself fully in tending to the poor, the sick and the dying in Calcutta.
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Mother Theresa may have had a crisis of belief, but she responded to it by re-doubling her

efforts to do what she knew God would want her to do as if there were a God.
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( Yet the older I get, the more I find the state of the world and the
condition of my life a perplexing mixture of good, bad and mystifying. God is when I am

humble enough to realize that I may not have all the answers.
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Rabbi Sid Schwarz is the founding rabbi of Adat Shalom. He is the founder/president of PANIM:
The Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values, an organization that educates, inspires and

empowers Jewish youth to a lifetime of leadership, service and advocacy on behalf of the Jewish
people and for society at large. His books can be purchased through www.rabbisid.org .




