From: Cantor Eric Schulmiller rsnscantor@gmail.com
RSNS Green Initiatives

Background Information

The Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North Shore: Greening our Synagogue - Past, Present and Future

Goals:
-Introduce effective, useful steps towards greater environmental sustainability -Serve as a model for our congregation and pave new ground for the Jewish community at large -Inform, Inspire and Encourage members to engage on an individual level as we have done on a congregational level

2005:
-Switched to 100% Green energy through our electric company, becoming  

first "carbon neutral" synagogue in the country

-At Yom Kippur service in 2005, distributed Green Energy applications  

to all members, urging members to follow our lead and switch to green  

energy through our power company's parallel program for residential  

customers.

-Hosted expert in home energy efficiency from our power company, who  

spoke to congregants at Shabbat services about home energy audits and  

tips for "greening" their homes.

2006:
-As part of our building renovation, upgraded to more energy-efficient  

windows, installed motion-sensor lighting and replaced many of our  

incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs (CFL's) throughout  

building.

-Joined COEJL's Light Unto the Nations campaign, encouraging all of  

our members to also purchase CFL's for their home at Chanukkah time.

-Became the first Reconstructionist Tuv Ha'aretz (Hazon's Community- 

Supported-Agriculture) site, hosting weekly pickup of organic produce  

through our partnership with a local organic farm on Long Island.  

Offered holiday-based programming and farm trips throughout the year  

to develop the connection between Judaism and what we eat [our CSA  

page is at: www.xrl.us/rsnscsa]

2007-8:
-Switched office to 100% post-consumer recycled paper

-Launching an aggressive anti-idling campaign for synagogue school  

pickup

-Switched to of "eco-kosher" (ie biodegradable and/or recycled) food  

service items (bagasse or corn-based plates, cups, flatware, etc) for  

our synagogue functions.

-Upgraded more windows & doors throughout the building to Energy-star  

efficient models

-Added free-range, grass-fed, kosher beef, poultry and cheese options  

from new local vendors to our CSA, in response to the Agriprocessors  

debacle.

-Started recycling kiosk in our lobby for hard-to-recycle items like:  

batteries, CFL's, old cellphones, etc.

For the future:
-Switch to Fair Trade coffee and organic fruit for onegs & other  

synagogue functions

-Investigate switch to green cleaning supplies

-Explore steps for getting our building LEED-certified under existing  

structure rules.

-Participate in Birkat Hachama through ritual, solar-power advocacy,  

and possible addition of solar lighting in our building.

