
[Membership Outreach/HHD letter to congregation to go out a few days AFTER the HHD packets go out]

September 2008

Dear Friends,

As all of us at Bet Am Shalom know, the High Holy Days are a wonderful time of the year, to reconnect with one another after the summer and to come together under our beloved tent as a community, in contemplation and celebration of this most beautiful season.  Our services inspire us to do deep spiritual work, revisiting the core issues and themes in our individual lives.

The Holidays can be a challenging time for our neighbors and friends without Synagogue affiliation.  Because our tent is large and emblematic of our welcoming attitude; because there is no assigned seating or members-only tickets, we are asking you all to think about what our synagogue means to you and what it has brought to your life, and therefore what it would mean to offer someone a spiritual home for the Holidays. Please share the word about our services with those you know.  Consider: old and (most especially) new neighbors, co-workers, friends who may be “lapsed” Jews with a yearning or a curiosity to re-experience the Holiday service, interfaith couples and gay and lesbian families who may be hesitant about attending such a service, empty-nesters who have dropped a previous affiliation and so on – and invite them to join us at one or more of our services.  

Yes, it is a Mitzvah (and our way) to be welcoming and inclusive – but also for many of our members, the Holidays were their first real introduction to our community and launched them on the path that resulted in membership.

We have the good fortune of space; please take some time to consider how you might reach out to your friends and neighbors, sharing with them the information attached.  Bet Am Shalom requests a voluntary contribution to help defray the huge cost of the tent, but will turn no one away. Please note that it is very important to encourage those you contact to be sure to call the Office to register.  It will also allow our Committee to follow up with them and invite them to future Synagogue events.

With thanks,

Bet Am Shalom Synagogue Membership Outreach Committee

