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Sustainable Synagogues 3.0
As part of JRF's ongoing Sustainable Synagogue Initiative, this call is a follow up to the very successful synagogue greening calls of the last two years, which had over 60 participants from 40 JRF congregations. This call will feature some of JRF's leading communities and their work in creating financially, socially, environmentally and spiritually sustainable Jewish communities as a way of growing in individual and home life as well as community and the planet at large. This year's call will focus on individuals and communities who are taking a spiritually-centered approach to their environmental practices within and outside the walls of congregational life. 
To prepare for the call please see previous Omer sessions on Sustainability at:

http://jrf.org/omer2008-enviro
http://jrf.org/omer/2007
For Sustainable Synagogue Initiative Resources see:

http://jrf.org/Sustainable_Synagogue_Resources
http://jrf.org/climate
http://jrf.org/Jewish-Climate-Change-Initiative
I. Biblical

1. “The Earth is the Eternal’s and all that it holds, the world and its inhabitants.” – Psalm 24:1

2. “The land must not be sold beyond reclaim, for the land is Mine; you are but strangers resident with Me.” – Leviticus 25:23

3. “Is it not enough for you to graze on choice grazing ground, but you must also trample with your feet what is left from your grazing? And is it not enough for you to drink clear water, but you must also muddy with your feet what is left?”
- Ezekiel 34:18

II. Rabbinic
1. "It is forbidden to live in a town that does not have a green garden.” – Jerusalem Talmud, Kiddushin 4:12

2. “God led Adam around the Garden of Eden and said, 'Look at My works. See how beautiful they are, how excellent. See to it that you do not spoil or destroy My world - for if you do, there will be no one to repair it after you." – Midrash, Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13 

3. “Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai ... used to say, “If you have a sapling in your hand, and someone should say to you that the Messiah has come, stay and complete the planting, and then go to greet the Messiah” -- Avot de Rabbi Nathan, 31b

III. Medieval
1. “Torah does not permit a killing that would uproot a species, even if it permitted the killing [of individuals] in that species.”  – Nachmanides, Commentary on Deuteronomy 22:6
2. “It should not be believed that all the beings exist for the sake of the existence of humanity. On the contrary, all the other beings too have been intended for their own sakes, and not for the sake of something else.” -- Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 456

IV. Modern
1. Quotes from the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism: “If we were to walk in the woods and a spring appeared just when we became thirsty, we would call it a miracle. And if on a second walk, if we became thirsty at just that point again, and again the spring appeared, we would remark on the coincidence. But if that spring were there always, we would take it for granted and cease to notice it. Yet is that not more miraculous still?”
2. "And when you, O human, will return to Nature, that day your eyes will open, you will stare straight into the eyes of Nature and in its mirror you will see your image. You will know... that when you hid from Nature, you hid from yourself... We who have been turned away from Nature -- if we desire life, we must establish a new relationship with Nature" – A.D. Gordon, Mivhar Ketavim, 57-58
3. Quotes from R. Samson Rafael Hirsch:  "This, then, is the first law that is opposed to your presumption against things: Regard things as God's property and use them with a sense of responsibility for wise human purposes. Destroy not! Waste not! Do not be avaricious! Be wise economically with all the means that God grants you, and transform them into as large a sum of fulfillment of duty as possible." - from Horeb: A Philosophy of Jewish Law and Observances
4. “Nature is of the very essence of Deity.” - Israel Baal Shem Tov, Shivkhe Ha-Besht, 329 

5. “Master of the Universe, grant me the ability to be alone; may it be my custom to go outdoors each day among the trees and grass and all growing things, and there may I be alone, and enter into prayer.” - Nachman of Bratzlav, Maggid Sichot, 48

6. “I can contemplate a tree. I can accept it as a picture... I can feel it as a movement... I can assign it to a species and observe it as an instance... I can overcome its uniqueness and form so rigorously that I can recognize it only as an expression of law... I can dissolve it into a number, into a pure relation between numbers, and externalize it. Throughout all of this the tree, the tree remains my object and has its time span, its kind and condition. But it can also happen, if will and grace are joined, that as I contemplate the tree I am drawn into a relation, and the tree ceases to be an It.” - Martin Buber, I and Thou, 57-58

V. Contemporary
1. “Small is the world that most of us pay attention to, and limited is our concern. What do we see when we see the world? There are three aspects of nature that command our attention: its power, its beauty, and its grandeur. Accordingly, there are three ways in which we may relate ourselves to the world – we may exploit it, we may enjoy it, we may accept it in awe.” – Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
2. “Our responsibility for all that dwells in the earth and for the earth itself extends into the future. The earth is not ours to destroy (cf. Dt 20:19), but to hand on in trust to future generations. We cannot, therefore, recklessly consume its resources to satisfy needs that are artificially created and sustained by a society that tends to live only for the present. We also need to act, together whenever feasible, to assure that sound practices, guaranteed by law, are established in our countries and local communities for the future preservation of the environment…Respect for God’s creation, of which we are a part, must become a way of life.” – International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee, “A Common Declaration on the Environment.” March 1998.
VI. Reconstructionist
1. “Bal tash’hit (Avoiding waste): Material resources are limited, and we have the responsibility to guard against overconsumption and needless waste. No matter how much we can afford to buy, we should protect each thing of worth to any person or creature even if it has little value to us directly. This reflects gratitude for what we have and appreciation for the needs of all.” – David A. Teutsch, A Guide to Jewish Practice: Introduction, Attitudes, Values and Beliefs – Kashrut: The Jewish Dietary Laws Second Edition
2. In Praise: Genesis 1,2
Hail the hand that scattered space with stars,

Wrapped whirling world in bright blue blanket, air,

Made worlds within worlds, elements in earth,

Souls within skins, every one a teeming universe,

Every tree a system of semantics, and pushed

Beyond probability to place consciousness

On this cooling crust of burning rock.

Oh praise the hand, mind, heart, soul, power or force

That so enclosed, separated limited planets, trees, humans

Yet breaks all bounds and borders

To lavish on us light, love, life

This trembling glory.

- Ruth Brin, Kol Haneshamah Daily Prayer Book, p.433
3. God The Life of Nature
Our ancestors acclaimed the God

Whose handiwork they read

In the mysterious heavens above,

And in the varied scene of earth below,
In the orderly march of days and nights,

Of seasons and years,

And in the checkered fate of humankind.


Lift your eyes, look up;


Who made these stars?

God is the oneness

That spans the fathomless deeps of space

And the measureless eons of time,

Binding them together in deed,

As we do in thought.

God is the sameness

In the elemental substance of stars and planets,

Of this our earthly abode

And of all that it holds.

God is the unity

Of all that is,

The uniformity of all that moves,

The rhythm of all things

And the nature of their interaction.

God is the mystery of life,

Enkindling inert matter

With inner drive and purpose.
God is in the love

Which creates, protects, forgives.

It is God’s spirit

That broods upon the chaos we have wrought,

Disturbing its static wrongs,

And stirring into life the formless beginnings

Of the new and better world.



-- Mordecai M. Kaplan, Kol Haneshamah Machzor, pp. 68-70

1990 JRF Environmental Resolution
http://jrf.org/files/RESOLUTION ON THE ENVIRONMENT.doc
WHEREAS, our tradition teaches us that "The Earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof' (Psalm 24); and 

WHEREAS, our liturgy proclaims that '' The whole Earth is full of God's glory"; and 

WHEREAS, the Torah teaches us that " The Earth is Mine, you are My tenants" (Leviticus 25:23); and 

WHEREAS, our tradition warns us that "Now all that I am going to create for you I 
have already created. Think about this and do not corrupt and desolate My world; 
for if you do corrupt or desolate it, there will be no one to set it right after you" (Kohelet Rabbah 7:28); and 

WHEREAS, Jewish law commands " bal tashchit" -- "you shall not wantonly destroy"; and 

WHEREAS, our tradition obligates every Jew to work for tikkun olam- the repair of the World; and 

WHEREAS, the devastating despoliation of our environment, directly or indirectly 
contributed to by the vast majority of the human inhabitants of the Earth, 
increasingly threatens the health and, indeed, the very existence of animal and plant life on the Earth, including human life; and 

WHEREAS, much can be achieved by adhering to the fundamental, yet simple, principle of not wasting our resources; and 

WHEREAS, each of us can make significant contributions to preserving our 
environment in our homes, our synagogue, our communities, and our workplaces; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (formerly the Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot "FRCH") that JRF shall: 

I. AIR 
A. Air Toxins 
Support legislation and governmental regulations to minimize the emissions of toxic substances into the air by requiring sources of air toxins to install the best available control technology. 

B. Greenhouse Effect 
Support international efforts to reduce both worldwide carbon dioxide emissions and worldwide deforestation in order to stave off, or at least lessen the impact of, the "greenhouse effect" and potentially significant global warming. 

C. Acid Rain 
Support legislation and governmental regulations to reduce significantly sulfur dioxide emissions from coal-powered electric plants to protect lakes, trees, and other natural resources in the United States and Canada from the searing effects of acid rain. 

D. Ozone Smog 
Support legislation and governmental regulations to reduce significantly emissions that produce atmospheric ozone at levels harmful to human health and natural resources. 

E. Stratospheric Ozone Depletion 
Support international efforts to eliminate the production and use of ozone-depleting chlorofluocarbons as soon as possible.
II. WATER 
A. Agricultural Run-Off 
Support legislation and governmental regulations to reduce the use of agricultural pesticides and herbicides and to reduce the rate of agricultural soil erosion in order to protect water resources. 

B. Discharge Limitations 
Support the strict enforcement of legal limitations on discharges of pollutants and toxic substances into waterways. 

C. Wetland Protection 
Recognize the importance of wetland ecosystems and support the stringent enforcement of legal limitations on the "development' of wetlands. 

D. Ocean Protection 
Support international efforts to ban ocean dumping and protect our oceans and their resources.

III. HAZARDOUS AND NON-HAZARDOUS WASTES

A. Waste Minimization 
Encourage industrial and commercial facilities to re-examine their production of 
wastes, both hazardous and non-hazardous, and to develop processes and methods to minimize waste production, including waste recycling. 

B. Residential Waste Minimization 
Promote and support local initiatives to minimize residential waste, such as regulations to recycle paper, cans, bottles, and plastics, to encourage and/or require the use of recycled and recyclable goods, to ban land disposal of yard wastes, and to develop residential hazardous waste disposal programs. 

C. Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Support the strict enforcement of legal requirements concerning the proper transport, storage, and disposal of toxic and hazardous wastes. 

D. Abandoned Hazardous Waste Sites 
Support efforts to monitor closely the number and extent of clean-ups of abandoned hazardous waste sites. 
E. Hazardous Waste Exports
Support legislation and governmental regulations to ban the export of wastes unless the importing nation will be treating those wastes with at least the same degree of care as would be required if the wastes were disposed of in the exporting nation. 

IV. WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

A. Conservation Areas 
Support the creation and maintenance of conservation areas by governments and private bodies to provide habitats for indigenous flora and fauna. 

B. Endangered Species 
Support the strict enforcement of national and international laws and treaties protecting endangered species. 

C. Natural Resources 
Support policies designed to encourage global energy and resource conservation. 
V. INSECTICIDES. HERBICIDES. AND FUNGICIDES 

A. Pesticide Use 
Support policies designed to discourage and minimize the use of chemical pesticides which may endanger the public health, wildlife, and our water resources. 

B. Pesticides in Food 
Support legislation and governmental regulations to monitor, identify, and restrict the levels of pesticides in the food supply. 

VI. RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

A. Support the use of public and private resources to increase dramatically the funding of research concerning environmental issues, including (i) energy and resource conservation, (ii) renewable energy sources, (iii) waste minimization techniques, (iv) alternatives to gas-powered internal combustion engines, (v) hazardous wastes detoxification, and (vi) the impact of global warming. 

B. Support the use of public and private resources to fund programs designed to educate the public, and especially our youth, about environmental issues, problems, and potential solutions.

VII. ETHICAL INVESTING 

Consider the ecological practices of companies when making investment decisions. 

VIII. INVOLVEMENT OF JRF CONGREGATIONS AND HAVUROT 

A. Urge its member congregations and havurot to develop educational programs, for all age groups, designed to increase their members' awareness of the environmental issues, problems, and potential solutions discussed in this resolution. 

B. Urge its member congregations and havurot to celebrate Tu B'Shvat in ways that link Jewish tradition and environmental concerns 

C. Social Action 
Urge its member congregations and havurot to work with JRF on environmental problems in all of the ways outlined in this resolution and to undertake social action projects involving, among other things: 
(i) energy and resource conservation; 
(ii) recycling and the use of recycled products; 
(iii) ceasing the use of styrofoam products; 
(iv) minimizing the use of disposable diapers; 
(v) car pooling; 
(vi) the composting of yard wastes and the use of organic lawn care products and non-toxic and biodegradable cleaning products; and 
(vii) planting trees. 
JRF RESOURCES

http://jrf.org/Sustainable_Synagogue_Resources
http://jrf.org/climate
http://jrf.org/Jewish-Climate-Change-Initiative
Sustainable Synagogue Manual (Reconstructionist Press) http://stores.jrfbookstore.org/-strse-81/Sustainable-Synagogues-cln--Resources-and/Detail.bok 

JRF Global Climate Change Initiative

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/climate;

http://jrf.org/Jewish-Climate-Change-Initiative;

http://jrf.org/birkat-hahammah;

http://jrf.org/Shabbat-Noach-Global-350; 
Environment / Sustainability Resources

􀃖 http://jrf.org/node/1264#enviro 
JRF Sustainable Synagogue Guidelines and Practices 2008 
􀃖http://jrf.org/files/JRF%20Sustainable%20Synagogue%20Guidelines%20and%20Practices2008.doc
Judaism and Sustainability Conference

􀃖 http://jrf.org/Sustainability_Conference  
2007 Omer Project – Theme of Sustainability

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/omer 
Sustainable Synagogue Conference Call Notes – June 6, 2007
Also included in this packet.

􀃖http://jrf.org/files/JRF%20Sustainable%20Synagogue%20Conference%20Call%20Notes.doc 
Omer Teaching: Constructing Sacred Community

Rabbi Brant Rosen

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/omer07-BRosen 
Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation in Evanston, IL, the greenest

synagogue in North America

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/JRC-greenest-shul  
RSNS Food Co-op Model

􀃖 http://jrf.org/node/2381 

Living a Responsible Life 
Rabbi Sheryl Lewart

􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Rabbi%20Sheryl%20Lewart%20-%20Living%20a%20Responsible%20Life.doc 
KI Five Mitzvot for Sustainable Living 
􀃖http://jrf.org/files/KI%20Five%20Mitzvot%20for%20Sustainable%20Living.doc 
Shmita / Day of Creation Meditations
Congregation Shir Hadash, Milwaukee

􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Days of Creation Meditations.doc 
Rosh HaShanah Devar 5758 
Rabbi Joshua Lesser

􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Rabbi%20Josh%20Lesser%20RH%20D'var%205758.doc 
Dor Hadash Green Synagogue Hanukkah Initiative 
􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Dor%20Hadash%20Green%20Synagogue%20Hannukah%20Initiative.doc
Darchei Noam’s New Green Home 
􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Darchei%20Noam's%20New%20Green%20Home.pdf 
Jewish Community Energy Letter 
􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Jewish%20community%20energy%20letter%20(2).pdf   
JRC Splashing to Sinai Eco-Omer Ed Project 2007 
􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/JRC%20Splashing%20to%20Sinai%20Eco-Omer%20Ed%20Project%202007.pdf
Jewish Values-Based Decision-Making Sustainability Scenario (39.5 KB)

From JRF Convention Workshop

􀃖 http://jrf.org/files/Jewish%20vbdm,%20Sustainability_scenario.doc 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Sustainable Synagogues: JRF Congregations Best Practices of 2008
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The Four Faces Of Tu Bishvat

Jeremy Benstein

􀃖 http://jrf.org/showres&rid=87 
The World as Sacred Space: Judaic Teachings and Ecological Consciousness

Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb

􀃖 http://jrf.org/showres&rid=271 
Brit Adamah Checklist for Home-Based Environmental Action

West End Synagogue Student Eco-Activism Team

􀃖 http://jrf.org/showres&rid=732 
Environmental Activism and Jewish Spirituality: A Roundtable Discussion

Rabbis and lay-leaders from the Reconstructionist movement

􀃖 http://jrf.org/showrt&rid=627 
Omer Teaching: Ecological Sustainability and Jewish Civilization

Rabbi Shawn Zevit

􀃖 http://jrf.org/node/812/play 
Sustainability Sources from Jewish Tradition

􀃖 http://jrf.org/showres&rid=492 
ARTICLES IN RECONSTRUCTIONISM TODAY

The World as Sacred Space

Rabbi Fred Dobb

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/rt/2005/Winter-Vol12-2.pdf#page=13 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Sustainable Synagogues: JRF Congregations Best Practices of 2008

Simplicity as a Jewish Path

Rabbi Moti Rieber and Betsy Teutsch

􀃖 http://www2.jrf.org/rt/article.php?id=102 
Environmental Activism and Jewish Spirituality: A Roundtable Discussion

Winter 2001/2002 – Vol. 9, No. 2

􀃖 http://www.jrf.org/showrt&rid=627 
