
THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF JUSTICE
1. And God said, "Let us make adam in our image, after our likeness...  And
God created adam in God's image, in the image of God, God created adam, male
and female God created them.  (Genesis 1: 26-27)
2. For this reason was the human being created alone, to teach you that whosoever destroys a single soul, Scripture imputes guilt to him as though he had destroyed an entire world.  And whosoever preserves a single soul; Scripture ascribes merit to him as though he had preserved a complete world.  (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4: 5)

3. You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of Egypt.  (Exodus 23: 9)

4. Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you may live and inherit the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
(Deuteronomy 16:20)

5. "Rabbi Hama... said: What does the text mean, 'You shall walk in God's
paths?'  Surely this does not imply that a person may actually walk behind
the Divine presence.  Rather the meaning is to walk after the attributes of
the Holy One.  As God clothes the naked... so do you... clothe the naked; as
the Holy One visits the sick... so do you visit the sick; as the Holy One
comforts mourners, ... so do you comfort mourners; as the Holy One, buries
the dead, so do you bury the dead."
(Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 14a)

6. "You shall be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy."     (Leviticus
19:2)

7. "The utmost virtue of a person is to become like God, as far as one is able.
Which means we should make our actions like God's, as the Sages made clear
when interpreting the verse: 'You shall be holy.'  They said: ' God is
gracious, so you must also be gracious; God is merciful, so you must also be
merciful' (Sifrei to Deuteronomy 10:12).  The purpose of all this is to show
that the attributes ascribed to God are attributes of God's actions.
(Maimonides, Guide to the Perplexed 1:55)

8. Tohu (disorder) refers to the state of the original Sefirot (Divine Emanations), as unformed and unordered points. Tikun (restitution; reformation) refers to the state of the sefirot rearranged, meded and reformed…Thus among the Sefirot of Tohu there is no inter-relationship… no mutual inclusion- each on its own, without relating to its opposite. The Sefirot of Tikun, on the other hand, compound one another…permitting the mitigating influence of wisdom, and are, therefore, able to inter-relate.
(Likutei Amirim, “The Tanya” , Reb Schneur Zalman of Llady)
A theology which is not a plan of social action is merely a way of preaching and praying. It is a menu without the dinner.
(Mordecai Kaplan, Random Thoughts, p. 22)
Belief in God has to do with our attitude toward life itself. Do we find life good? Is life worthwhile? If we believe that life is worthwhile, that it is good, that, in spite of all the sickness and accidents, in spite of all the poverty and war, in spite of all the sad and difficult conditions in the world, the world is a wonderful place to live in and can be made still a better place, then we believe in God. When we believe in God, we cannot be discouraged because we believe that all the misery in the world is due, not to the fact that misery must be there… but to the fact that we have not yet discovered how to do away with that misery.


(Ira Eisenstein, Kol haneshamah quote)

Many Reconstructionists have their most profound experiences of God through tikkun olam. It is not out of charity that they align themselves with people who are oppressed or less fortunate, but rather out of the teaching that all human beings are worthy of respect and opportunity… and tikkun olam may be the most concrete and palpable way to make God’s presence manifest in our world.



(Rebecca Alpert and Jacob Staub, Exploring Judaism, p. 84)

We cannot merely pray to God to end starvation;

For we already have the resources

With which to feed the entire world

If only we could use them wisely.

Therefore we pray instead

Fro strength, determination, and will power,

To do instead of merely to pray

To become instead of merely to wish;

That our world may be safe,

And that our lives may be blessed.



(Jack Riemer- adapted in Kol Haneshamah)

A major goal of Jewish meditation is self-rectification (tikkun). Tikkun is the process of returning back to one’s neshamah for the purpose of refining one’s character. For example, one’s fearful parts can be transformed into the quality of sensitivity, stubbornness into determination, procrastination into serenity… The process of tikkun helps to refine and rebalance the world. The healing of the world begins with the healing of oneself.


(Sheldon Kramer, Opening the Inner Gates: Psychology and Kabbalah, p. 230)

