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MEDIA ADVISORY:
Interfaith Groups to Hold Massive Prayer Service in Support of Health Care Reform
Thousands of participants from various religious denominations will gather on Washington, D.C.’s Freedom Plaza to show their support

Media contact: Kate Bigam
202.387.2800 | kbigam@rac.org
** Interfaith Service of Witness and Prayer for Health Care for All **

** Wednesday, June 24th, on Freedom Plaza in Washington, D.C. **
As people of faith, we envision a society where each person is afforded health, wholeness, and human dignity. That vision embraces a system of health care that is inclusive, accessible, affordable and accountable. Among the pressing challenges facing our nation, the health care crisis stands out as the most immediate legislative endeavor that can be decisively influenced by a consortium of religious voices. Health care reform bills will soon be introduced in the House and the Senate, destined for deliberation in June and for possible vote in July. The window for policy-making on health care will remain open briefly; we must act quickly.
 
More than 30 national faith organizations have come together to plan the largest faith-inspired mobilization to ever happen around health care reform. With prayerful hope and expectation, these organizations will host an Interfaith Service of Witness and Prayer on June 24, 2009 at Freedom Plaza in Washington D.C to express their strong support for health care reform. Similar “echo events” will occur nationally throughout the preceding week. 

WHAT:
 Interfaith Service of Witness and Prayer in support of national health care for all
WHEN:  
Wednesday, June 24, 2009, Health fair at 4:00 p.m., followed by service from 5-7:00 p.m.
WHERE: 
Freedom Plaza, Washington, D.C.

WHO: 
Guest speakers include:


Rabbi David Saperstein, Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Dr. Sayyid Syeed, Executive Director, Islamic Society of North America

Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Pastor Emeritus, Riverside Church, NYC, and Executive Director, The Healing of the Nations Foundation  
Never before has the health care system come under legislative review such that reform may finally be achieved,” said Linda Walling, Executive Director of Faithful Reform in Health Care, of the current health care crisis in the United States. “This moment’s urgency is matched only by the opportunity for united faith voices to make a profound and positive impact. Our nation’s elected leaders will rely on us to keep the need for health care for all on track.”
For more information, visit www.WeBelieveTogether.com. 

Organizational sponsors include:
American Association of Pastoral Counselors

American Muslim Health Professionals

Association for Clinical Pastoral Education

Association of Professional Chaplains

B’nai B’rith International

Buddhist Peace Fellowship

Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good

Catholics United

The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

Disciples Justice Action Network (Disciples of Christ)

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Faithful Reform in Healthcare
The Gamaliel Foundation 

The General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church

The Hindu Temple Society of North America

Interfaith Worker Justice

Islamic Medical Association of North America
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the good Shepherd

National Association of Jewish Chaplains

National Baptist Convention, Home Mission Board

National Council of Jewish Women

NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby

The Network of Spiritual Progressives

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference

Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

Tikkun Magazine

The Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, Inc.

PICO National Network

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Washington Office

Union for Reform Judaism

The United Church of Christ
