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Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Growth Fact Sheet

http://jrf.org/ 
The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation serves its affiliates by working with them to build Jewish communities that are democratic, egalitarian, spiritually and intellectually vibrant and committed to Jewish learning, ethics and social justice.  The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation contributes to the Jewish people by promoting innovation rooted in Jewish tradition, and supporting meaningful Jewish life in community.

1935 

Movement began as a distinct ideology in 1934 when Mordecai Kaplan published the landmark book:  Judaism as a Civilization:  Toward a Reconstruction of American Jewish Life.  Kaplan himself stated that the Reconstructionist movement began January, 1935, with the publication of the Reconstructionist magazine.

1940

Jewish Reconstructionist Foundation was established to publish the Reconstructionist magazine

1955

Reconstructionist Fellowship of Congregations (RFC) was created as a branch of the Jewish Reconstructionist Foundation with four dual affiliates (New York City, Buffalo, Indianapolis, Skokie) “At the request of congregations and as an outgrowth of the needs of the religious life of the Jewish community.”

1961

Reconstructionist Federation of Congregations and Fellowships replaced Reconstructionist Fellowship of Congregations (RFC).  The requirement that members belong to another movement (dual affiliation) was dropped.

1967

Reconstructionist movement established its own seminary (Reconstructionist Rabbinical College) to train rabbis for Reconstructionist congregations.  

1983

Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot (FRCH) replaced Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Fellowships as the official congregational arm of the Reconstructionist movement.

1984

43 affiliates

5000 household units

1995 

Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (JRF) replaced FRCH

2009

106 affiliates

17,000 households
· In the first five year period of the existence of JRF as the official congregational arm, the Reconstructionist Movement experienced a 35% increase in the number of affiliates and almost a 50% increase in membership.

· In the first decade of the movement, the number of affiliates and the number of members almost doubled.

· 50,000 Jews in North America identify as Reconstructionists according to the NJPS of 1990, 65,000 in the 2001-2 study and in Jack Wertheimer’s book, A People Divided.

· 3% (180,000) of American Jews self-identify as Reconstructionists according to an article in Newsweek magazine (September 2000)
���





























12/17/2008 2:11:00 PM




