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I am here to support the Indiana Compact and to advocate for a national immigration policy that is pragmatic and compassionate, just and reasonable, enforceable and humane.

I speak proudly as an American citizen who is a Latino immigrant (Panama), and as a Jew.

At the heart of the Jewish heritage and experience there is a tradition of fair treatment and hospitality towards the immigrant.  Even more often than the commandment “to love your neighbor”, the Bible asserts:

· The stranger who sojourns with you shall be to you as the home born, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in land of Egypt.  (Leviticus 19:33-34)

· For the Lord your God befriends the stranger, providing him with food and clothing.  You too must befriend the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.  

(Deuteronomy 10:17-19)

This type of injunction is repeated a total of thirty-six times in the Torah – the Hebrew Scriptures.

Migration has been a central theme of the Jewish historical experience since biblical times when Abraham and Sarah set forth in search of the Promised Land.  Later, famine forced the Israelites to flee Canaan and resettle in Egypt, eventually to return to the Promised Land.  This experience has been mirrored in American-Jewish life with the immigration of Jews to the United States in search of religious freedom and economic opportunity.  As a reflection of our history, and based upon the biblical imperative to welcome the stranger, the American Jewish Community has been and remains a strong advocate for fair and just immigration and refugee policies.
There is much talk these days about “American Exceptionalism”, the notion that America is special, unique.  I believe in American exceptionalism, not as an endowment or guaranteed condition, but as a constant striving, an achieved status.  Our uniqueness is expressed in the diversity of our citizenship and in the quest to continue to be a refuge for those “yearning to breathe free.”  
Let us continue to labor for an America that is both secure and friendly; strong and hospitable.  Let us champion just and fair business opportunities, the protection of civil rights for all, the health, education and well being of our children and families.

Let Indiana’s leadership focus on making our state a welcoming destination.  Let us be proactive and visionary; let us not be driven by fear but by pride; not by rancor but by reason; not by a spirit of envy but by generosity of heart and clarity of mind.

This is the American exceptionalism to which Indiana should subscribe. 
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INDIANA COMPACT SETS BAR FOR RATIONAL IMMIGRATION DEBATE

Alliance for Immigration Reform in Indiana Brings Business, Faith, Social Services Leaders

Together to Articulate Five Guiding Principles

February 9, 2011 The Indiana Compact, a statement of five principles for guiding rational debate on immigration policy, today was signed in a Statehouse ceremony in Indianapolis. The compact simply declares:

FEDERAL SOLUTIONS: Immigration is a federal policy issue between the U.S. government and other countries-not Indiana and other countries. We urge Indiana's Congressional delegation, and others, to lead efforts to strengthen and reform federal laws. We recognize that border security is a critical element of national security, and further urge our Congressional representatives to work to protect the borders as part of a comprehensive immigration policy.

LAW ENFORCEMENT: We respect the rule of law and support law enforcement's professional judgment and discretion. Local law enforcement resources should focus on criminal activities, not civil violations of federal code.

FAMILIES: Strong families are the foundation of successful communities. We oppose policies that unnecessarily separate families. We champion policies that support families and improve the health, education and well-being of all Indiana children.

ECONOMY: Indiana is best served by an economy that maximizes individual freedom and opportunity. We acknowledge the economic role immigrants playas workers and taxpayers. Indiana's immigration policies must reaffirm our global reputation as a welcoming and business-friendly state.

AFREE SOCIETY: Immigrants are integrated into communities across Indiana. We must adopt a humane approach to this reality, reflecting our unique culture, history and spirit of inclusion. The way we treat immigrants win say more about us as a free society and less about our immigrant neighbors. Indiana should always be a place that welcomes people of goodwill.

