THE BY-LAWS OF HARMONIYAH, 

the RECONSTRUCTIONIST MUSIC NETWORK
ARTICLE 1: NAME
The name of this organization shall be Harmoniyah, the Reconstructionist Music Network.
ARTICLE TWO: PURPOSE AND AFFILIATION
The mission of Harmoniyah, the Reconstructionist Music Network (hereinafter “Harmoniyah”) is to nurture, facilitate, and energize the evolving musical culture of Jewish civilization in accordance with the values and principles of Reconstructionist Judaism. 
Harmoniyah will serve to connect all who are involved in the musical transmission of our religious civilization by providing a central place for philosophical, educational, material, and logistical knowledge to be disseminated and shared by all of its members.
Harmoniyah is an affiliate organization of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (JRF).

In the event that Harmoniyah is dissolved and remains dissolved for a period exceeding two years, the remaining net assets shall revert to the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation or its successor organization, or to any organization agreed upon by the Harmoniyah Board of Directors (hereinafter “Board”). 
ARTICLE THREE: MEMBERSHIP
Section A:
Membership: Any member in good standing of a JRF-affiliated synagogue, congregation, or havurah, graduate of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, member of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, contracted or regular employee of a JRF community, or individual member of JRF who subscribes to the purpose noted in Article Two is eligible to join Harmoniyah.

Section B:
A schedule of dues may be established by the Harmoniyah Board.  Dues shall be collected at the beginning of each fiscal year.  At such time as dues are assessed, dues will be a condition of membership.
ARTICLE FOUR: VOTING
Section A:
Any member shall have full voting privileges at Harmoniyah meetings.  Members shall not be allowed to vote by proxy but may vote through electronic or phone communication.   
Section B:
Voting on all issues, other than by electronic means or phone, shall be by voice vote.  The Chair may call for a show of hands at his/her discretion.  No vote can take place without a quorum.  For voting related to elections see Article Six.  For voting related to amendment of these By-Laws see Article Nine.  
Section C:
All votes will require a simple majority for passage except where noted in these By-Laws.
Section D:
The Chair/Co-Chair shall not cast a vote except in the case of a tie.  In the event of a tie, the Chair/Co-Chair shall cast the deciding vote. 


ARTICLE FIVE: MEETINGS
Section A:
Harmoniyah shall meet, in person or by conference call, no less than once annually unless prevented by some unavoidable occurrence.  Meetings shall be scheduled during the JRF Convention and the Harmoniyah Retreat on alternating years. 

Section B:
Meetings shall generally be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order (latest edition) except where any given practice conflicts with law, with these By-Laws, or with the values and tenets of Reconstructionist Judaism.  

Section C: 
The Chair or Co-Chair will chair all meetings. If the Chair is unable to chair a particular meeting, the Co-Chair will do so. The Secretary will act as the Parliamentarian of all meetings. If the Secretary is unable to serve as Parliamentarian at a particular meeting, the Chair/Co-Chair shall appoint another member of the Board to do so.
Section D:
The Chair/Co-Chair will call for agenda items no less than two weeks before the meeting.  The Chair/Co-Chair will compile the agenda and contact members with the agenda no less than one week before the meeting.  Members with urgent business shall notify the Chair/Co-Chair before the beginning of the meeting for inclusion in the agenda.  Inclusion of an urgent business item is at the discretion of the Chair/Co-Chair. 

Section E:
Minutes will be emailed to the membership by the Secretary no more than two weeks after each meeting and will be approved or modified at the following meeting.   

Section F:
One-third of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at Board meetings.

Section G:
Ten members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any general Harmoniyah meeting.


ARTICLE SIX: ELECTIONS
Section A:
Elections shall be held every two years.  The Chair/Co-Chair shall appoint a member of the Harmoniyah Board to take charge of the election process.

Section B: 
Any member of Harmoniyah may be elected to hold any position within the organization subject to the term limit conditions specified in Article Seven.

Section C:
Any position not filled during the election process shall first be announced to the general membership for suggested successors. If the call for successors is unsuccessful, an appointment to the position shall be made by the Chair/Co-Chair. 
Section D:
At the Chair’s/Co-Chair’s discretion, s/he may hold a special election for vacant positions rather than appointing a member to fill the position.  Such elections shall be conducted in the same manner as all regular elections.

Section E:
The Board member in charge of elections shall announce the opening of nominations to the Harmoniyah membership and accept nominations for all positions.  The Board member will then create a list of candidates for all positions and submit that list to the membership for election.  

Section F:
Election of Harmoniyah Board members shall be conducted by appropriate electronic means to maximize participation.  At the Chair’s discretion, s/he may call for a ballot vote at the annual meeting. 
Section G:
In the event of a tie, the Chair shall cast the deciding vote.  If the Chair is on the ballot for that office, the next highest Board member not on the ballot for that position shall cast the deciding vote. 

ARTICLE SEVEN: BOARD MEMBERS

Section A:
Board members of Harmoniyah shall serve a term of two years without pay.  
Section B:
Board members may serve for a maximum of 3 consecutive terms and hold any particular office for a maximum of 2 consecutive terms 
Section C:
The Harmoniyah Board shall consist of at least the following members:

1. Chair 
2. Co-Chair

3. Secretary

4. Treasurer

5. Retreat Chair
6. Membership Chair
7. JRF Board Rep

The Board may, at its discretion, agree to add additional members.

ARTICLE EIGHT: RESIGNATION AND DISMISSAL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
Section A:
Any elected official may resign at any time during his/her term by giving written notice to the Chair.

Section B:
In the event of the resignation of the Chair, the Co-Chair shall assume the title and responsibilities of the Chair effective immediately.

Section C:
Any Board member of Harmoniyah, whether elected by the membership or appointed by the Chair may be removed at any membership meeting by a three-fourths majority vote of the members present, provided there is a quorum, but such removal shall be without prejudice or malicious intent.    

Section D:
The Chair shall fill any position vacated by resignation or dismissal according to Article Six.

ARTICLE NINE: AMENDMENT OF POLICIES
Section A:
In the spirit of Reconstructionist values, these By-Laws should be reviewed at least every four years and amended by the membership to reflect the current sense of the membership in turning our values into practice.  

Section B:
These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds ballot vote of the membership by appropriate electronic means.

Section C:
Any member wishing to amend these By-Laws will submit amendments in writing to the Chair no less than one month prior to a regular meeting.  

Section D:
Amendments shall be reviewed and discussed at the next Harmoniyah Board Meeting and, if approved by the Harmoniyah Board, submitted to the membership for consideration.

Section E:
The Chair shall inform the membership of any amendments on the agenda no less than one week prior to the regular meeting.

Section F:
Once approved, amendments become effective immediately unless otherwise noted in the amendment itself.   


ARTICLE TEN: ENABLING CLAUSES
Section A:
Upon its approval by the majority of the membership of Harmoniyah, these By-Laws shall be the By-Laws of Harmoniyah.  


Section B:
Any policy, circumstance, or procedure not provided for by these By-Laws shall be left to the discretion of the Board, followed by ratification of the general membership, when appropriate.

version 1.0 - 2010

p. 3 of 4

