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1, INTRODUCTION  
Today we and many other Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities across the nation are celebrating Human Rights Day and the anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed by the United Nations December 10th, 1948.
As Americans we are joined to the struggle for human rights by the opening lines of our declaration of independence, “we hold these truths to be self evident…“that all men are created equal”…..
This is the heart of who we are as Americans 

As Jews…..we are joined to this struggle……of course…… by a long history of being enslaved, being oppressed and being victims of genocide.

But most important we are joined to this struggle by the deepest values expressed in our scriptures …..justice, justice shall you pursue…..
This is at the heart of who we are as Jews.
The members of the Social Action will pay tribute to some of our famous and not so famous heroes in the struggle for human rights.

                  TRIBUTE TO HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

We pay tribute to Abraham Joshua Heschel, 
                 Revered for his passion for social justice, he linked arms with
                 Martin Luther King….and prayed with his feet in Selma,
                 Alabama. He risked his life, his reputation, the affection of his

                 friends and colleagues, to fight for the disenfranchised of this

                 world.

Quote:  “To speak about God and remain silent on Vietnam is

              blasphemous.”  
We pay tribute to Martin Luther King, an icon in the fight for
           Civil rights…….at 33 he joined with President John Kennedy
           in the struggle for civil rights. At 34 he galvanized the nation with
           his I Have a Dream speech; at 35 he won the Nobel Peace Prize.
                At age 39 he was assassinated.

“Quote:  “We have come to this hallowed spot to remind America

  Of the fierce urgency of now….Now is the time to make real the 

  promise of democracy. Now is the time to make justice a reality,

  for all of God’s children. 
We pay tribute to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor 
and theologian of great intellect and spirituality, who lived as he preached. He courageously spoke out against the Nazi regime, joined in a plan to

assassinate Hitler…..which resulted in his arrest in 1943 and subsequent

execution by hanging. His actions were a source of inspiration to a whole

generation.
            Quote: “Evil is concrete and specific” and can only be combated
                          By the specific actions of responsible people in the world.”

We pay tribute to David Schulman, an Israeli poet working tirelessly               
           for Arab-Israeli peace, heartbroken at the lack of progress, 
           devoted to Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violent action, 
           He carries blankets to refugees through the Hebron Hills. 
            Quote:   A Jewish past with its dead voices whispers in my 

                          memory: “Bind the wounds. Heal the sick. Don’t forget you
                          were slaves. To save one person is to save a world. All
                          that lives is holy.  Forgive.  Wake up. Shake off the dust

                          and stand up. Feed the hungry. Bring the poor into your

                          home. Cover the naked. Break their chains.” 

We pay tribute to Nicholas Kristof, who, with his wife Sheryl WuDunn, 
                          With his wife, Sheryl WuDunn, won the Pulitzer Prize for journalism
                          in 1990 for coverage of the Tiananmen democracy movement, and a
                         second Pulitzer in 2006 for his Op-Ed pieces in the New York Times.

                          Kristof’s unique journalistic mission is to report on humanitarian

                          disasters. His hope is to help mend man-made disasters and

                          also to influence his readers to take action. His twice-weekly

                          reporting on Darfur, the plight of women, and many other

                          troubling situations, keeps Times readers engaged and

                          thinking about ways to help.

Quote:  Half a million women die each year around the world in pregnancy.

              It’s not biology that kills them so much as neglect.      

              The new media’s silence, particularly television news, is

              Reprehensible. If we knew as much about Darfur as we do about

              Michael Jackson, we might be able to stop these things from 

              continuing. 
We pay tribute to Elie Wiesel, survivor of the Nazi death camps. he devoted his life to speaking out against violence, repression and racism. He was awarded the Nobel Peace prize in 1986 and the Norwegian Nobel   Committee called him a messenger to mankind”.
        Quote: “To remain silent is the greatest sin of all”
     We pay tribute to Rabbi Stephen Wise, founder of the Free Synagogue,

      He worked constantly for inter-faith activities before the ecumenical movement
      began. He was a friend of organized labor in the midst of crucial labor-

      management disputes and was a champion of minority civil rights.  He was an

      early supporter of Zionism and was a co-founder of the NAACP.  He firmly believed

      in freedom of the pulpit and was a champion of creative liberal philosophy.
Quote:  “The pulpit must be forever free, and it must be understood that

               the rabbi, speaking the truth as he sees it, speaks to the congregation,

               not for it. 
 We pay tribute to Aung San Suu Kyi recently released from house arrest
     arrest in Burma for more than 20 years…… for her opposition to a repressive
     political regime, she was the world’s most famous political prisoner.  In a world

     that struggles to find heroes, Suu Kyi stands as one of the few enduring symbols

     of moral courage.
       Quote from her  famous “Freedom from Fear” speech:  “It is not power

              that corrupts but fear….Fearlessness may be a gift but perhaps

              more precious is the courage that comes from cultivating the habit
              of refusing to let fear dictate one’s actions.”
We pay tribute to Anat Hoffman…..Director of Women of the Wall, and a leader of Israel’s Reform Movement she successfully fought Bezek, Israel’s telephone monopoly and now fights injustice, intolerance and ineptitude throughout the land of Israel. She has demanded that Jewish women be entitled to worship equally with men at one of Judaism’s holiest sites. In July 2010 she was arrested, fined and placed under a restraining order for carrying and reading from a Torah scroll at the Kotel
Her comment about the Law of Return:

Ironically under the law someone like Pavel Friedman, the young man who wrote the well-known poem “There are no Butterflies Here,” while in the Terezin Concentration camp,  would not have been considered a Jew even thought he was murdered in Auschwitz as a Jew.
CONCLUSION
But let us not make the mistake of thinking that only great heroes can make a difference.  
On the contrary……it’s the small daily acts of average people, the non-dramatic but persistent  deeds  of thousand and thousands of average people who refuse to be discouraged, who refuse to look away…..that ultimately changes the world. 
The concept of ‘tikkun olam”….repairing the world  is the original Jewish Chutzpa  ….the contention that the world is simply not good enough as it is….and you and I….mere human beings……are required  …….to make it better.

You and I

Mortal and sometimes ill,

    Powerful and sometimes weak

Compassionate and selfish

       self destructive…self deceived…neurotic …  
You….and I……..
    Are capable of these things.
And although it has been said that you can not overestimate the ability of human beings to miss the point…WE ARE NOT going to miss the point today. The point is…there is no point in talking the talk…..if we are not willing to walk the walk…...

So...in that spirit we are inviting each of you to join our Human Rights Campaign for this coming year…..and together we can take one giant step forward in redeeming some of the holy sparks. For further clarification about the holy  sparks...see Don Menzi…our resident Kabbalah instructor. 
Flyers specifying the various human rights initiatives that you can join are on each kiddush table.
You need only approach one of the SAC members and say YES….and we will get back to you as to how to participate in our Human Rights Campaign in a way that works for you.
“I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure
  suffering and humiliation. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.”…..Elie Wiesel
                           JUST SAY “YES”
Please join one or more of our Human Rights Campaign initiatives by saying “YES” to one of our SAC members.   
• Yes, I will participate in the  Write-for-Rights campaign of Amnesty International….In their global write-a-thon …activists from every region of the world write letters to help free prisoners of conscience, demand justice for survivors of torture.
• Yes, I will participate the Free the Slaves campaign. There are more people enslaved today than at any other point in history. Forced labor is the most common form of slavery….and we are unwittingly consuming the products of forced labor and contributing to this exploitation. 
• Yes, I will make a commitment to volunteer for an assignment in the SAC Homeless Project which may involve mentoring, work in a soup kitchen, food preparation, etc., etc. Details to follow.
SAC members will work with you to ensure your participation
              suits your concerns and your availability

