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Loyalty and love for our Jewish people 
can help to make us fully human in the 
best sense of that term, and for that      
reason such emotion and such love is       
divine—is an experience of divinity. 

 

—Mordecai Kaplan, 1960 
 
 

Join the largest gathering of Reconstructionists 
and likeminded friends in North America to learn, daven, and 
celebrate together. A diverse community of North American and 
Israeli rabbis, cantors, educators, administrators and members of 
JRF affiliate congregations will come together to explore the 
theme Transformative Judaism for the 21st Century. 

 

Be moved, inspired, and challenged for four days 
in the company of other open-minded, lively folks who are as 
dedicated as you are to a progressive, vibrant approach to        
Judaism. Learn from leaders from across the spectrum of        
Reconstructionism.  
 

Sixty different workshops will be offered on just about 

every imaginable area of Jewish communal life, including adult 
education, congregational development, tikkun olam, leadership, 
ritual and liturgy, youth, Israel, spirituality, and creativity. 
Whether you are from a newly-affiliated congregation, are a JRF 
or congregational Board member, or are a professional, there will 
be many offerings to interest you. 



A Plenary Session on Identity, Community and Leadership is a dialogue     

between the generations — those involved today in creating "emerging communities" 
and those who were shapers of the Havurah movement in the '60s and '70s, now 

serving as leaders of the Reconstructionist Movement. Participants will include Rabbi 
David Teutsch, Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, Zachary Teutsch, and Sarah Liebman. 
 

Four special Forums will immediately follow the opening plenary, giving us an    
opportunity to explore the themes raised as we engage in conversations with leaders 

in their fields: 
 

� Building the Jewish Identity of the Next Generation                             

with Cindy Shulak-Rome, Jerry Silverman, and Jonathan Woocher 
� Strengthening and Transforming Congregational Life                             

with Rabbi Hayim Herring, Amy L. Sales, and Rabbi Elliott Tepperman 
� Rethinking the Role of Movements in the 21st Century                         

with Rabbi Joy Levitt, Rabbi Sid Schwarz, and Dr. Carl Sheingold 
� What is the Forefront of Tikkun Olam?                                                     

with Rabbis Fred Scherlinder Dobb, Brant Rosen, and Toba Spitzer  
 

Jonathan Sarna, the foremost expert on American Jewish history, will join us on 

Thursday evening with a talk entitled American Judaism at a Crossroads: A    
Perspective on Reconstructionism from a Jewish Historian. 
 

Noah Feldman, recently named by New York Magazine as one of “the influentials”  
in ideas, will be our Shabbat lunch speaker. Feldman’s expertise is on the relationship 

between law and religion in the West and Middle East. 
 

Shabbat services filled with ruach (spirit) and kavannah (intention) will bring us 
together as an extended Reconstructionist family. 
 

A special screening of Praying with Lior, an award-winning film by Ilana     
Trachtman. The film celebrates the Reconstructionist Bar Mitzvah of Lior Liebling,   

who has Down Syndrome, and explores themes of disability and spirituality. 
 

Networking opportunities throughout Convention will facilitate connections 
between our communities, such as break-out sessions, affinity group meetings, and 

receptions. Come and contribute your questions and your congregation’s best      
practices to the conversations! 
 

RENA (Reconstructionist Educators of North America) and Harmoniyah—the      
Reconstructionist Music Network will participate at Convention again this year. 

 

And much more! 

dedicated as you are to a progressive, vibrant approach to        
Judaism. Learn from leaders from across the spectrum of        



CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
This schedule is tentative and subject to change. For up-to-the-minute       
Convention information, visit www.jrf.org/convention 
 

WEDNESDAY November 12 
9:00 am - 9:00 pm JRF Board of Directors Meeting 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm Convention Registration 
 

THURSDAY November 13 
8:00 am – 9:00 pm  Ongoing Convention Registration                                                                      
9:00 am – 10:30 am  Workshop Block A                                                                             

10:30 am – 11:00 am Visit the Vendors and Schmooze Time                                                                
11:00 am – 12:30 pm  Opening Plenary                                                                               

12:30 pm – 1:45 pm Lunch                                                                                                        
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Two Opening Forums                                                                                         

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm  Two More Opening Forums                                                                     
4:30 – 6:00 pm   Workshop Block B                                                                                            

6:00 pm – 6:45 pm  Ma’ariv Services                                                                                             
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Dinner                                                                                                       

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm  Keynote Address: Jonathan Sarna 
 

FRIDAY November 14 
8:00 am – 8:45 am  Shacharit Service                                                                                           

9:00 am – 10:30 am  Workshop Block C                                                                                       
11:00 am – 12:30 pm  Workshop Block D                                                                            

12:45 pm – 2:30 pm  Lunch/Community Business Meeting                                                         
2:45 pm – 4:15 pm  Workshop Block E                                                                                      

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv                                                                                 
7:45 pm – 8:45 pm  Shabbat Dinner 

8:45 pm – 10:30 pm A Musical Welcoming of Shabbat  
 

SATURDAY November 15 
8:00 am – 9:00 am  Continental Breakfast                                                                                        

8:30 am - 9:30 am  Torah Study Sessions                                                                                       
College Student Meet & Greet 

9:45 am – 12:15 pm  Shabbat Morning Services                                                                       
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm  Lunch, Speaker: Noah Feldman                                                                         
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Tour of Vilna Shul 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm  Beit Midrash (Study Session) I                                                                               

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm  Beit Midrash (Study Session) II                                                                              

6:00 pm – 6:45 pm  Mincha Services                                                                                              
7:00 pm – 8:45 pm  Dinner  

8:45 pm – 9:15 pm Havdalah and music                         
9:15 pm – 11:00 pm  Film Praying with Lior 
 

Sunday, November 16 
8:00 am – 8:45 am  Shacharit Service                                                                                            

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Tour of Mayyim Hayyim Mikveh / Tikkun Olam Opportunity 

9:00 am – 10:30 am Affinity Group Meetings A 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm Affinity Group Meetings B 

 
Breaks of 30 minutes or longer are built into the schedule 



 

 

NOAH FELDMAN is Professor of law at Harvard University. Feldman, whose expertise is on the relation-
ship between law and religion in the West and Middle East, has been named recently by New York Maga-
zine as one of "the influentials" in ideas. Feldman is former senior constitutional adviser to the Coalition 
Provisional Authority in Iraq, and the author of numerous books on the Middle East, including After Jihad, 
What We Owe Iraq, Divided by God, and The Fall and Rise of the Islamic State, released in April 2008. 

 RABBI JOY LEVITT is the Associate Executive Director for Program at the Jewish Community Center in 
Manhattan and was formerly a rabbi at the Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North Shore. She is the 

editor, along with her husband Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, of A Night of Questions: A Passover Haggadah 
published by JRF’s Reconstructionist Press. Rabbi Levitt was a featured commentator in the 2008 PBS 

series The Jewish Americans.  

 AMY L. SALES is the Associate Director of the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at Brandeis 
University, where she conducts research on Jewish institutions and their role in creating Jewish life and 

community. In an effort to understand how synagogues evolve, she has conducted evaluation research 
for Synagogue 2000 and for The RE-IMAGINE Project, an effort to bring innovation to congregational 

schools. She is an author of numerous articles and reports related to the American Jewish community,  
including How Goodly Are Thy Tents: Summer Camps as Jewish Socializing Experiences. 

 JONATHAN SARNA is Professor of American Jewish History at Brandeis University and Director of its 
Hornstein Jewish Professional Leadership Program. Listed as one of the Forward’s  50 most influential 

American Jews, he was Chief Historian for the 350th commemoration of the American Jewish community, 
and is a leading commentator on American Jewish history, religion and life. His acclaimed American 
Judaism: A History was winner of the Jewish Book Council's "Jewish Book of the Year Award" in 2004 and 
has been praised as being "the single best description of American Judaism during its 350 years on 
American soil."  

 RABBI SIDNEY SCHWARZ founded PANIM: The Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values in 1988 as 
a means to spark greater interest in Jewish values and tikkun olam. Schwarz is former executive director 

of the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington, D.C. and was the founding rabbi of Adat   
Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation in Rockville, MD, where he is now rabbi emeritus. His first book, 

Finding a Spiritual Home: How a New Generation of American Jews can Transform the American     
Synagogue (Jewish Lights) has been used by hundreds of synagogues and rabbis across the country.  

 JERRY SILVERMAN is the president of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, the only national organization 
dedicated to nonprofit Jewish resident camps, promoting program and leadership excellence to camps 

and access to vibrant Jewish experiences for campers. Silverman brings to the Foundation an intimate 
knowledge of both the corporate world and the nonprofit sector from his lifetime dedication to both 

Jewish and children’s advocacy causes.  

 RABBI TOBA SPITZER is the rabbi at Congregation Dorshei Tzedek in West Newton, Massachusetts, 
and President of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association. She has long been devoted to issues of 

peace and justice and involved in the struggle for peace in the Middle East. An experienced Reconstruc-
tionist educator, she has written innovative curricula on the Book of Exodus and on the Reconstructionist 

prayerbook, Kol Haneshamah.  

 RABBI MICHAEL STRASSFELD has been prominent on the American Jewish scene for more than thirty 
years, dating from his involvement as co-editor of the first Jewish Catalog in 1973, as well as the    

founding chairperson of the National Havurah Committee from 1979 to 1982. He is co-editor, along with 
his wife, Rabbi Joy Levitt, of  A Night of Questions, a Passover Haggadah published in 2000 by the Jewish 

Reconstructionist Federation. Rabbi Strassfeld currently serves as rabbi at a JRF affiliate, the Society for 
the Advancement of Judaism, in New York City. 

 RABBI DAVID TEUTSCH is Wiener  Professor of Contemporary Jewish Civilization and director of the 
Levin-Lieber Program in Jewish Ethics at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, where he served as 

president for nearly a decade. The editor in chief of the groundbreaking Kol Haneshamah prayer book 
series published by JRF’s Reconstructionist Press, he has also authored several other books including 

Imagining the Jewish Future. He is a former director of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation. 

 JONATHAN WOOCHER is Chief Ideas Officer of JESNA and heads its Lippman Kanfer Institute: An 
Action-oriented Think Tank for Innovation in Jewish Learning and Engagement. He served for 20 years as 

JESNA’s CEO. Dr. Woocher is the primary author of the Lippman Kanfer Institute’s Working Paper, 
“Redesigning Jewish Education for the 21st Century,” which outlines key design principles to maximize 

Jewish education’s relevance and effectiveness in a rapidly changing world. Dr. Woocher is the author   
of Sacred Survival: The Civil Religion of American Jews and numerous articles on Jewish education, 
community, and religious life. 

 RABBI HAYIM HERRING is the first Executive Director of STAR (Synagogues: Transformation and 
Renewal), whose mission is to renew Jewish life through congregational innovation and leadership devel-

opment. Rabbi Herring serves on numerous national boards and has volunteered extensively in his home 
community on behalf of Jewish youth and teens, serving causes including Jewish camping, supplemental 
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WORKSHOPS & BATEI MIDRASH  
 

Workshop Block A — Thursday, November 13,  9—10:30 am 
• An Update on the Peace Process 

• Capital Campaigns, Building Campaigns and Planned Giving 

• Developing the Partnership Between Professional and Lay Leadership in our          

Congregational Schools 

• Ensuring Our Communities are Open to All 

• Executive Directors: When, What, How 

• Has Anyone Ever Told You That You Would Be a Great Rabbi? 

• Humanist Judaism and Reconstructionism: Exploring Similarities and Differences 

• Integrating New Music and Choruses into Services 

• Living in Two Environments: An Examination of the Environmental Challenges           

of North America and Israel 

• You Too Can Create Reconstructionist Liturgy 
 

Workshop Block B — Thursday, November 13, 4:30—6 pm  
• An Introduction to Mussar and its Relationship to Kaplan and Reconstructionism 

• An Update on Emerging Pluralistic Religious/Cultural Alternatives in Israel 

• Bridging the Silos of Camp and Schools: the Cutting Edge? 

• Dynamics of Growth 

• Getting Our Groove Back: How to Energize American Jewry 

• Hiring A Rabbi: Best Practices And Processes 

• Judaism as Counterculture 

• Music Sharing Session 

• Organizing for Social Justice 

• Strengthening Congregations 

• The Millenial Generation: 20- and 30-Somethings 
 

Workshop Block C — Friday, November 14, 9—10:30 am 

• Best Practices in Intergenerational Learning 

• Best Practices in Synagogue Transformation: It Begins with You! 

• Congregational Trips to Israel 

• Fundraising for Your Congregation  

• How Do Decisions Get Made in Reconstructionist Congregations 

• Jewish Values, Human Rights & the Issue of Torture: New Educational Resources, 

Liturgy & Opportunities for Congregational Action 

• Muslim-Jewish Relations 

• Soferut 101: The Ritual, Craft and Tradition of the Torah Scribe 

• Systemic Evaluation and the Rabbi-Congregant Relationship 

• Transforming Judaism By Embracing Science 



Workshop Block D — Friday, November 14, 11 am—12:30 pm 
• Best Practices in Service Learning 

• Building Effective Leaders through Collaborative Engagement 

• Dialogue and Deliberation about the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

• Educating the Public and Your Congregation about Reconstructionism 

• Effective Congregational Leadership: Structures and Roles that Work 

• From Gan Eden to Gan Eden 

• Harmoniyah Business Meeting  

• Rethinking Shabbat Practice: Putting Reconstructionist Process into Policy and Practice 

• With Our Elders and Our Youth We Shall Go: Transforming Congregations into        

Communities for All Ages 
 

Workshop Block E — Friday November 14, 2:45—4:15 pm  

• Can God Go On Facebook? 

• Coach a Little, Win Big 

• Effective Strategic Planning: A Tool for Revitalizing our Communities  

• Israeli/Palestinian Peacemaking on Day One 

• Lessons from the Election  

• Living Jewishly, Living Sustainably 

• Rabbis & Congregations: Success Stories 

• RENA (Reconstructionist Educators of North America) Business Meeting  

• Spirituality and Adolescents and Teens 

• Tefillah (Prayer) Leadership Training 

• The Impact of Modern Biblical Criticism on our Spiritual Faith Journeys 

 

Beit Midrash I — Saturday, November 15, 2—3:30 pm 

• Bringing Text to Life: Midrashic Storytelling 

• The Music of Camp JRF  

• Teaching Masekhet Ha'Atzmaut – A Talmudic-style Commentary on Israel's              

Declaration of Independence 

• Reconstructionist Liturgy Workshop Part I  

 

Beit Midrash II — Saturday, November 15, 4—5: 30 pm 

• Gender Diversity in Our Sacred Texts and Our Communities 

• Being Abba: The Role of Father in Text and Tradition 

• Engaging and Serving College-age Adults in the Reconstructionist Movement  

• Kashrut Concerns for the 21st Century 

• Reconstructionist Liturgy Workshop Part II 



The 42nd JRF Convention The 42nd JRF Convention The 42nd JRF Convention The 42nd JRF Convention will take place at the      
historic Boston Park Plaza Hotel & Towers, created in 1927 
by the great hotelier E. M. Statler. The hotel is located at    
50 Park Plaza at Arlington Street, Boston, MA 02116. The 
Convention will run from Thursday morning, November 13th 
to Sunday afternoon, November 16th. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Full Convention registration on or before October 10, 2008 is 
$450 per person and includes 7 meals and all programming. 
There is a $75 increase after that date. Partial attendance is 
available on a pro-rated basis. 
 
Register for the Convention and make hotel reservations 
online at www.jrf.org/convention. You can also download a 
PDF of the form on the Convention website and mail it to 
Ayelet Tours, 19 Aviation Road, Albany, NY  12205 or fax it 
to (518) 783-6003. To request a registration form or for 
more information, call Ayelet Tours: 800-237-1517, ext. 316.    

See you in See you in See you in See you in 
Boston!Boston!Boston!Boston!    


